III. CHRIST’S RESURRECTION MEANS 
A NEW VIEW OF SUFFERING


Another lingering effect of the fall is that of pain, misery, and suffering. Our first parents did not die the day they sinned, but they began to die. And the creation was cursed as a result of the fall, so that the ground became stingy and only yielded its fruit with toil, hard labor. People became mortal and were cast out of the garden into the hostile environment of a jungle. And the result has been the universal effect of human suffering.  


But the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, the biggest of the big events, gives us a new perspective on suffering. And if you are a believer and you are struggling with misery of some kind, then you need to take heart and be encouraged in the resurrection of Jesus.  


One of the results of that suffering you are enduring is that it will demonstrate the genuineness of the new birth in you. Listen to verses 6-7: “In this (living hope) you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  


What is the purpose God intends for sending those trials your way? What is one benefit of suffering for believers? When you as a believer endure these kinds of problems, it demonstrates the reality of your faith in Christ. What a blessing! How do you know your faith is real? How do you know that you are not just fooling yourself or imagining yourself to be a believer? How do you know that you haven’t just been socialized into the Christian religion, but that you truly believe? One way, one precious line of evidence is if you endure these trials. Peter says that this saving faith in Jesus Christ is more precious than gold which perishes, even though it is tested by fire. When God’s people suffer, we also are tested by fire, and when we endure, when we are kept by the power of God, God testifies to the genuineness of our faith, solid to the core. What could be worth more than the joyful assurance of a tested faith? This gives us a new perspective on suffering.


Many people search for some way to be remembered into the ages. Some pay large sums of money to get their names written on buildings. Their name may endure for a while, but the person will be forgotten. One of the most well-known landmarks in the world is the 984-foot Eiffel Tower in Paris. Do you know who it’s named after? Neither do I. But God’s grace is such that through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and through faith in him, your story of Christ’s work in you will remain a part of the great story that will be told forever, long after the Eiffel tower and all human monuments crumble into forgotten piles of rust.  


The Etruscans were the first known inhabitants of Italy. They lived long before the Romans and had a highly developed civilization. They left no written record, no history, no poetry, and no literature. All that we know of them we have learned from their tombs. Jesus Christ left us so much: sermons, parables, a sinless life, the church—but we also learn much from his tomb, his empty tomb.


Christ’s resurrection from the dead gives us a birth, a new hope, and a new view of suffering. But then we would expect no less, because it is the biggest event that has ever happened. And nothing can ever be the same. 
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HE IS RISEN!
THE GLORY OF EASTER

British Christian and author, Dorothy L. Sayers, noted this about the resurrection of Jesus Christ: “‘And the third day he rose again.’ What are we to make of this? One thing is certain: if [Jesus] were God and nothing else, his immortality means nothing to us; if he was man and no more, his death is no more important than yours or mine. But if he really was both God and man, then when the man Jesus died, God died too; and when the God Jesus rose from the dead, man rose too, because they were one and the same person. ... There is the essential doctrine, of which the whole elaborate structure of Christian faith and morals is only the logical consequence. Now we may call that doctrine exhilarating, or we may call it devastating; we may call it revelation, or we may call it rubbish; but if we call it dull, then words have no meaning at all.”


It is beyond amazing to me that many professing Christians appear to be bored with their faith. The only possible reason for this is that they do not really believe what they profess. Something big happened that first Easter morning. And if you ask me how big, I will reply that it is bigger than we can really understand. Certainly it is bigger than any event that had ever happened before it, and much bigger than anything that has happened since. It is infinitely bigger than any concern that you may face today. It is so big that by comparison, any other matter would be like a wart on a whale.  


This is where it’s at! This is what it’s all about! This event is the true turning point in the history of the whole planet, perhaps in the entire universe. Let me give you a quick history lesson. We will only hit the high points, and you can count them on one hand: 1) Creation, because there was nothing before it, except God alone; 2) the Fall into sin, when all the world came under the dominion of darkness; 3) the Incarnation of Christ, when the Creator entered his creation to rescue his lost creatures; 4) the Resurrection, when salvation was fully accomplished, and the effects of sin began to be reversed; and 5) the Culmination, when Christ returns finally to set all things right. This is big, the biggest! This is what it’s all about!

Luke tells us that when Peter heard the stunning witness of the women that the tomb was empty, he ran to it, stooped down, looked in and saw for himself that it was empty except for the burial cloths, “and he went home marveling at what had happened.” (24:12) Much later, after the risen Lord Jesus had met with them for 40 days, and after Peter had spent decades of his life proclaiming this good news, he explain what this all meant:  

    
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 3:3-7)

I.  CHRIST’S RESURRECTION MEANS 
NEW BIRTH


One implication of this biggest event is that now people can have a new birth. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead….” It may seem strange for him speak of a new birth. Nicodemus, the Jewish religious leader who sought out Jesus after dark, certainly thought it was strange. He tried to picture how he, an old man, could be born again. How could he re-enter the womb and go through a second delivery? But of course Jesus was talking about a spiritual rebirth. 


Our need for this spiritual rebirth arose because of the second, big, historical event, the Fall. God had warned our first parents that if they rebelled by eating from the forbidden tree, on the day that they ate of it they would surely die. Of course they did eat and rebel, but they did not die physically—they lived on for many years.  But they did die spiritually. Their hearts were hardened to God and their minds were darkened to his truth, and they passed on this spiritual death to all their descendants. The reason why Jesus had to win for us the new birth through his resurrection from the dead was because we are all born spiritually dead, alienated from God, hostile to God, and unresponsive to his call.  


Jesus was the one, foretold by the prophet Ezekiel, who would prophesy to the dry bones and they would come to life again. That’s why this great event, Christ’s resurrection from the dead, is so wonderful to us. He has single-handedly secured the new birth that we might be awakened by his Holy Spirit and be united to Christ through faith in him.   

II. CHRIST’S RESURRECTION MEANS 
NEW HOPE


Our living hope is lodged in an inheritance. A while back I told someone that I was confident I would be coming into a rather sizeable inheritance in the near future when I die. My friend looked puzzled: “You’re going to inherit when you die?” But that’s the image that Peter gives us. We use the word “inheritance” to mean a benefit we receive upon the death of another. In Scripture an “inheritance” is simply a future benefit that has been secured for us by another. God asks us to risk everything on his promise of a future inheritance, which is the essence of true faith. What is this inheritance? How great is it? Will it be worth it all? It is the best news that you could ever hear or even imagine! Verses 3-5 describe the inheritance: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  


The object of our living hope is the “inheritance.” It is a prize, treasure, or reward that Peter describes as absolutely secure, immune from the ravages of time, impervious to the assaults of theft or decay. He is only echoing our Lord Jesus’ promise of “treasure in heaven” where “neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” (Matthew 6:20) And economic downturns do not cause it to evaporate, either.  Peter describes this inheritance as “imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.” that is, kept under guard for you in heaven. The inheritance itself is incorruptible and almighty God is keeping it safe. 


This vast, future wealth, this inheritance, is absolutely secure in heaven. And that’s important, because there is nothing secure in this world. Everything you see will pass away, everything. Your house is only temporary lodging. It will turn to dust. It is only slightly more durable than a tissue-paper tent. Your precious memorabilia and keepsakes cannot be kept. Nothing will survive, nothing. All your treasure has no lasting value—it is all utterly worthless. Even your body which you care for so diligently is only made of dust and air. Someday the air will be expelled, and the dust will return: “earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”


And this is why our faith must be “other-worldly.” Certainly this living hope impacts our life in this world. Certainly the resurrection of Christ gives us a spiritual rebirth right now. But the fullness is yet-to-come, and nothing in this life can even begin to compare.  

